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Dear Sir, 4 hy, 
1 acknowledges the receipt of yours, of the 17th PF 
I ult. whefein you particularly requeſt, that I would give | 
you an account, of the removal of the Rev. Mr. J---s St, 
from hence, to Ph- -a. On my firſt view of the propoſal, 
I wholly refuſed in my own mind: but on a ſecond, and 
more ſerious conſideration, (for reaſons hereafter mention- 
ed) I conclude'to comply therewith. 
And ſhould now have began, with the firſt propoſal made 
to Mr, S--t from P--a, of removing thither ; omitting eve- 
ry thing preceeding, with regard to himſelf and the ſociety, 
were it not, Sir, for ſome intimations in your letter, at firſt 
very ſurpriſing to me ; but ſoon after was confirm'd, that 
the caſe was truly as you had intimated, by ſimilar accounts 
from different quarters. And leſt you ſhould have neglect- 
ed to take a copy of your letter; and properly to ſtate the 
caſe, I will take the liberty to tranſcribe ſome part there- 
of. --- Doubtleſs you conſider the covenant made between a miniſter 
and people, to be of ſuch a nature, that it obliges both parties duly 
to obſerve, and perform the articles agreed on, and contain'd in the 
covenant ; which, on the part of the miniſter, is to take the over- 
fight of the church and people; diſpenſe the word, adminilter, 
the ſacraments, and in all things to walk among that people as a 
mi niſter of Chriſt, apreable to the goſpel. And it is generally 
ſuppoſed, that when a miniſter ſo agrees with a people, it is for 
the term of life ;, for only on this ſupp»/ition do the people generally 
(among us) give them a ſettlement 5 which commonly is a houſe, 
with ſome land, &c. It would be folly for a people thus to do, if 
à miniſter might, when he pleas d, remove from them, with bis 
' ſettlement or any part thereof; for if ſo, the people would have 
but little encouragement to ſettle a miniſter.---The people on their 
part are oblig*d to maintain ani ſupport their miniſter, according 
to the articles 75 the covenant or agreement, and goſpel rules. Up- 
on the due performance of this, does the relation between a miniſter 
and people exiſt. And a violatien on eil ber fide, is (in my opinion) 
of a very vile nale. - Slg ae egen  ajents beret 3, and 
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Ide civil law always ſuppoſes, that the violator of à contra#d, is N- 
able to the other party for the damage be or they juſtain thereup” 

on. Antd according to the repreſentation of Mr. $--t, and others» 
| land which is believ'd by mam; this bas been the caſe on the part 

of the pariſh, ; at leaft ſo far, that Mr. $---t was jubifiable in 
ſeeking a diſſolution of rhe relation, between them, and finally (not 
only in ſeeking, but) diſſolving it himſelf, and removing himſelf and 
paſtoral relation from them. If be was juſtifiabte in this, great 
muſt be their fin and error.--- However, what I want particular- 

y to know is this, vis. Whether, as 'lis repreſented, his 
pariſh did keep him in mean, low, neceſſitous and contrafted cir- 
cumſtances, as to temporal intereſts ; whereby be was. reduced to 
great neceſſities, and was therthy oblig*d to ſeek a diſmiſſion, For on 
this account, many ( ſuppoſing the caſe to be truly ſo) blame the 
fetiety much, and ſeem ſurpriz'd that be did nut remove ſooner, and | 
wonder how he could content himſeN, in ſuch circumſtances, ſo long 
as be did. Further, I would be glad to know, whether there was 
any backwardneſs, or unwillingneſs in the people, in granting him 
4 ſufficient ſupport ;, or in fulfilling their agreements? Whether 
there were any differences, diſputes, Ec. in the ſociety with Mr. 
S--t, whereby his ſervices were rendered uſeieſs, Cc. or whether 
the affeftions of the people, were alienated from bim; and on theſe 

accounts whether Mr. S. 'I Htuation was lo uneaſy, that he was 

Juſtifiable in ſeeking a diſmiſſion from them ? Whether Mr. S. bas 
at various times ſought a diſmiſſion, and removal ſrom his people, 
to different places? and ſhould be glad to know what were his. 
reaſons therefor ® And further, am deſirous to know, the methods 

himſelf, and the ſocieiy made uje of ta accommedate matters when 
be remgv'd ; for I underſtand he blames them exceedingly, and 
thinks they uſe him extremely ill in having recourſe to the civit 
law.---The ſociety's condutt in theſe porticulars, being repreſented 
in an unfavourable point of light, and being generally believ'd, they 
are thereby expoſed to, and indeed are alrzady the ſubjef of cenſure 

and reproach, among many people abroad; and if the caſe be ſo, 
ſurely they are much to blame. But if not, the blame muſt certainly 

Fall on Mr. S. Another thing that 1 ſhould be glad to have an 
account of, which ] bad like to have forgot, is the conduct of the 
Gil call'd on ihat occaſten ;, the reaſons they adled upon, ce 


Ex 


St all which particulars, I defire a true and impartial account. 
The ſociety, Sir, I believe are not conſcious of meritin 
ſuch a cenſure ; but ſuppoſe ſuch perlons are miſintorm'd, 
and not knowing the true circumſtances of the affair, do'un- 
juſtly blame them. This is the only prevailing motive, 
that induces me, to comply with your requeſt. And I 
can think of no better method of anſwering every particu- 
lar, than by giving you a particular account of the treat- 
ment, the 4 and Mr. S. have receiv'd from each o- 
ther, reſpecting thoſe particulars you mention; even if 1 
may {0 r, from his humble appeatance among them, to 
the e of his baughty departure. And tho' I ſhould meati- 
on ſome things relative to the ſociety's treatment of Mr. S. 
which by ſome, may be tho't even below either the gentle - 
man, or chriſtian to mention; yet I doubt not, but you 
will pardon me herein, when you conſider the ene 
of the caſe require it. 

When Mr. S. firſt came among them, he was in very low 
and neceſſitous circumſtances. I have often heard him ſay, 
he was not worth any thing ; tho' that was no blemiſh in 
his chareQer, for that is often the caſe with the moſt valua- 
ble men. Immediately upon his coming among them, pat- 
ticular members of the ſociety, contributed to his then pre- 
ſent neceſſities, for cloathing, &c. which was conti- 
nued for about three years, when he was married: for in 
all that time, (if dependance may be had upon his land- 
lady's veracity, which was never diſputed) it never coſt him 
any thing at all for his cloathing. And after that, for a- 
bout twenty yeats, he had the charitable aſſiſtance ot the 
moſt wealthy of his pariſh, in various particulars; for it 
was the ſtated practice of many families, to provide in that 
way, his butter, cheeſe, &c. *Twas likewiſe their practice 


for about that term af time, to ſpin the greateſt part, if not 


all the linnen yarn his family needed; the moſt who con- 
tributed this way, provided materials for that purpoſe. And 
I believe 1 may ſay, almoſt every member exerted himſelf, 
according te his ability, in contributing to his ſupport, 
comfort and eonvenience, This they did, in almoſt ey 
t ing 
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thing either neceffary or uſeful for a family; with a view 
of making his abode among them agreeable and happy. 
However ſmall theſe may appear, yet herein was their wil- 
lingneſs, and endeavour to ſupport him, in the beſt manner 
they could, and their eſteem far him, abundantly maniteſt- 
ed. At his firſt coming among them, his religious cha- 
rater and principles, were as low in the eſteem of moſt men, 
as his temporal intereſt really was. And the ſociety's re- 
ligious character was about as low; on this account they 
were on an equal footing ; and no doubt when he firſt ſet- 
tled among them, it was mutually intended, to embark 
their religious characters in the ſame bottom, and riſe and 
fall together. But it ſeems that Mr. S. from an ambitious 
diſpolition, being unwilling any longer to rife with them, 
by aſcenſion of ſteps, had a mind with one leap to place 
himſelf, in ſuch an exalted ſtate of worldly grandeur and 
honour, as would at once, anſwer all that his ambitious hu- 
mor could defire ; tho? he Jeſt his people to fall and riſe no 
more. Haw fully he has anſwered his delign am urable 
to lay, 1 

However, beſides what the fociety contributed towards 
his ſupport, in the manner before mentioned, by way of 
gratuity ; the votes of the ſociety will ſhow, that they were 
always ready and willing to grant him what he tho't requi- 
fite in that way; for he never aſk'd any thing of them, 
but what was granted him. 

Is the year 1743, when he ſettled with them, he agreed, 
for L. 150 per annum ſalary ; and a quarter of an acre of 
land and a houſe as a ſettlement. Soon after this agree- 
ment, he defired the houſe might be longer and wider than 
at firſt propoſed, and that another window might be added 
in each room; to which the ſocicty agreed. 

From the year 1743, to 1755, his ſalary had been 
gradually rifing, according as their lifts of eſtate 
had encreaſed, at which time, Feb. 1755, they raiſed it to 
. 600; and alſo added ſo much to the two preceeding 
years, as to make his ſalary in each of them equa! with that 
tum, Dec. 1755, they voted, to give Mr. S. C. 69 1 * 


TER. 
ful money: the ſhifting the currency, and ſtating of it at 
that ſum in lawful, was upon his defire, that ſomething 
might beſertlee upon him for life. In June 1757, they voted 
to hire him a 'paſture for a horſe, and two cows; and the 
members jubſcribed to give him go loads of wood yearly. 
Ia Dec. 1759, they voted him a ſalary of J. 66. In 1763, 
he defired his. ſalary might be raiſed to C. 80. and he would 
relinquiſh the wood and paſture. In Dec. 1766, as there 
had been no ſpecial agreement made with him, ſince 1755, 
(hat had been added fince, was yearly grants) he grew 
_ uneaſy, and Tent to the meeting in writing, a deſire, that 
once tor all, they would ſettle £. 80 per annum, during his 
life, or work in the miniſtry ; and gave ſuch affurance to 
the committee, that he would never afk for another additi- 
on to his ſalary; that one of the committee offer*d to bird 
himſelf, that Mr. S. would never afl for any thing further, 
with regard to his falary. That paper was todg'd in the 
\ clerk's office, but could never be found, after a certain 
gentleman had been there for ſome ſociety records. 
la the year 1768, another grant was made, and as *tis 
connected with an attempt to remove from his people, I muſt 
take notice of that, in this place. In May of this year, he 
had an invitation from a church in S---m, to remove there 
-&c, which was principally urg'd with the motive, of 
L. zo per annum falary, and more if neceſſary, togetherwith 
ſome perquiſites, &c. provided his church would conſent. 
And doubtleſs they thought they would, as they had been 
informed that the ſociety could not maintain a miniſ- 
ter. Tis no difficult taſk to determine from whence their 
information came; as Mr. S. was there the year before, 
with a deſign of procuring the invitation, as I heard him 
fay. Upon the receipt of this invitation, he warn'd a meet- 
ing of the church, and laid the matter before them, and 
deſir'd they would grant him a diſmiſſion, but they did not 
' Chooſe to do any thing about it, without the ſociety ; who 
met upon it. He laid the caſe before them, and urg'd a dit- 


miſſion with many reaſons, drawn from the conſideration 


of the diſturbances there were in the ſociety, back wardneſs 


7 
in ſupporting of him, the proſpect of more extenſive uſes 
fulaeſs, it being a call of God, a proſpect of advancing his 
temporal intereſts, &c. He told them that what they gave 
him was not ſufficient for his ſupport; tho” he lived well, 
yet frugal ; and he did not intend to alter his manner of li- 
ving on their account; yet, as he did not come to the meet- 
ing, to alk for any addition to his ſalary, he ſhould not ſay 
any thing further upon it than this, that they did not give 
him enough. *T was eaſy to diſcover that if they expected 
to keep him, they mult alſo expect to give him more; for as 


4 4 


he had often laid he look'd upon himlelf, to be of too much 


importance to be the miniſter of ſuch a ſmall people. Or 
other words, a watchman on thoſe undecorated walls ; al- 
tho? God, and his own conſent had placed him there. The 
vote was put, whether they would, diſmiſs him or not 
which paſs'd in the negative, even to an individual. The 
meeting then adjourn'd, in order to know what would be 
ſatisfactory to Mr. S. but could not get him to ſay any 
thing further; and when they met again did nothing, for 
Mr. S. had nothing further to lay before them, and 


they ſuppoſed *twould be beſt to know, what would be 
ſatis factory, before they made another grant; upon which 


the meeting was diffolv'd. Mr. S. manifeſted ſuch an un- 
eaſineis, at their doing nothing for him, that a meeting was 
again warn'd. The committee then waited upon Mr. S. 
to know what would be ſatisfactory to him, And finally 
he told them, that if they would grant him C. 15 mare 
PS 800+ he would ever after be contented, and would re- 


fule all calls that ſhould ever after be made to him, with- 


out ever troubling the ſociety, &c. The ſociety ſuppoſing, 
that Mr. S. muſt be miſtaken in his calculation, and ſup- 
poſed that in ſome way or other, they, had ſupported him 


well, that the goſpel requir'd no more of them ia ſuch a caſe, 


than what they had. done. They further ſuppoſed, that this 
demand, had principally adeſign of crouding on them, and 


by this and other methods, which he made uſe of, to wea- 


ry. them ſo much, that they would in time be willing to 
diſmiſs him, and they thought there was as much uni to 
as 1 elieve 


(3) 
believe that Mr. S. would make another demand of 7. i 3 
in a ſhort time; as there was eighteen months before, (Wen 
he ſuppoſed that C. 80 was ſufficient, and had it ſtared at 
that ſum) ; that he would make the preſent demand, with- 
out any apparent difference in his circumſtances. Notwith- 
ſtanding this demand was view'd in this point of light, and 
at this time was thought unreaſonable ; yet they granted 
halt of it, and were coming into ſome method, tor provide 
him ſome wood ; but he told them, he would have them 
to know, he did not intend to live on the charity of the peo- 
le. I ſuppoſe he had forgot his firſt coming among them. 
as fir, you may think theſe grants were ſmall, and 
that Mr. S. had juſt reaſon to ſay, they did not ſup- 
port him; that his circumſtances were low, contracted, &c. 
But if we take a view of his dutward circumftances, when 
he removed, it will evidently appear, that beſides ſupport- 
ing a large, and expenſive family ; he advanced his inte- 
reſt conſiderably; *Tis well known, that he had nothin 
when he firſt came among them. Mrs. S. had an intereſt of 
about Z. 300. And he pretends to ſuppoſe, that that ſum, 
augmented his eſtate, to what it was when he remov'd, 
The method he computes it, is this; Z. 300 at 6 per cent. 
intereſt with intereſt added to intereſt; forza gyears, amounts to 
the value of his eſtate, or more; ſo that according to this com- 
putation, ſpent on his on eſtate : but I quere here, whether 
that ſum in lands improv'd in the beſt manner, will produce 
ſuch an enormous profit: However, a conſiderable part of 
that patrimony, was receiv*d in houſhold furniture; which 
inſtead of producing a profit, was really expenſive to him. 
Some part of it he put into trade; but ſoon ſhifted it for 
land, at J. 60, per acte. With Z. 40, he purchaſed a Ne- 
gro ; which ſoon died in his family. And I ſuppoſe, about 
half of it, he never received, till about five or fix years ago; 
which he laid out in part for the eſtate he is now in poſſeſ- 
ſion of. And I could never underſtand that he had, ever 
more than . 100, at intereſt, for more than two years. 
] leave others to determine, whether that ſum, improv'd in 
that manner, could produce ſuch a profir, as to amount 
_ | 83 
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to C. 1000; Which I fuppoſe is-thereaſt;) his eſtate! would 
have bern valued at, were it igventory'd when he remov d 
i not, it muſt have ariſen from the ſociety ; for he had n 
other ways of advanciog his intereſt, *Tis true, if he had 
hadis' couſidet able ſum of moneq at intereſt, any conſide- 
table time, and now. is not worth ſo much, by reaſon of 
ſupporting his family be had toaſon to complain ; ard if fo, 
let the pariſn bear the ſhamg. But if nat, if in truth he has 
added as much to his eſtate in tllat time, as any man ia the 
20wn, excepting one on two, and chat by way of the ſoci- 
.ety 3 then let them take the hohour, ia this manner of ſtaa- 
Wing chat mini.. „„ „into 
By chis tima, fir; I can't but think that you are ſatisfied, 
that the ſociety were always ready and willing, to grant him 
- what he ſuppoſed was neceſſary; and that he not only ſup- 
ported a large family, but did; actually advance: bis iutereſt 
conſiderably a which ILcchauld think, was far from neceſſi- 
tous, and. contracted circumſtanees. And I do really think 
that what: the ſociety have done for Mr. S. view'd:ia: the 
ſume pdint of light with the WIdow's mite, is as much as 
the richaſt patiſm in America could bave done; for they 
Aid every thing for him that they could do. FI 
10 A to there being a backwardnefs in the ſociety in ful- 
filling their agresments with kim; differences, alienation of 
v affections, Nc. whereby his ſituation was made very uncaly, 
and his labours tender'd uſeleſs and unprofitable; &. of 
which you ſcem deſirous ob being idform'd. To theſe: 1 
may anſwer, that his ſalary. was. paid him generally in ſea- 
. fob, and as ſoon as is genetally done in other pariſhes ; tho? 
cpoſtbly, Cas is the caſd in all ſocieties,) fore members, 
-thtovgh' inability: may not anſwer their proportion of his 
 v Aalary, immediately upon its becomiag due yet theſe ever 
endeavour'd to pay as ſuon as they could ; and never was 
the payment of a farthing pꝓrutracted, through unwillingneſs, 
or back ward neſs in ſuppdrting him. The method of pay- 
+ nent was ever ſatisfactory to M. S. till of late hn if 
any part of his ſalary was unpaid, at the cime ot ita becom - 
Zang due, (chu the greater part was: paid: lang bt fare the 
es Bout B cdommittee 
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hbmamitree' were! tots ervicetvs uſten, repeated and prefiing 
demands for it, till it was paid; with exclamartions again 
the people, &c. By which method, he once of twice forced 
ſome to expreſs themſelves inadvertently ; of hich he made 
5 uſe to anſwer his purpoſes 3 of which more preſent- 

6 And this thing i is cettain, he did not go away, with 
them in bis debt. And the laſt year, his ſalary was paid 
at the time he prefix'd, which they intended ever after to 
uo g tor they were determin'd, not to give him orcaſion for 
the future, to complain on that, or any other account. There 


never was a difference in the ſeciety wich him on any ac- 


count, that I know of : tho“ there was "a ſmall diſturbance 
in the ſociety *cis true, on account of a new. method of fing- 
. introduced, and this is almoſt wniverſally; t 
in all churches; ſo that tis nothing ſtrange or uncom- 
mon. There were art. or ſix members diſſatis fied with it'; 
and cho they faid much to Mr. S. about it, yet I never 
uad rſtood that they were any more diſſatisſied with him, 
than any other perſon in the ſociety, who fell in with the 
© mechod, nor ever defign'd, that the diſpute ſhould be 
carried on between them and him; and the greateſt part, 
if not all thoſe diflatis fied ' members, repeatedly » declard 
that they would never make any further difturbance, or 


dithculty about it. The like diſturbance aroſe in the other 


ſociety in this town, and to as great a degree z tho? on ſome 
accounts, had not the ſame 185 

heard of the like difficulty in ehurches ; but never before, 
did | hear of a miniſter travelling 180 miles, to procurean 
invitatiob to another church, becauſe five or ſix members 


were diſſatisfied (not with him,) but with the introduction 


of a new method of ſinging in the church! But this diſtur- 
bance is now: ſubſiged, (as is generally the caſe) and were 


it not for Mr. S. 's almoſt unparrelled inclination for riches, 


grandeur, &c. himſelf and the people of his chargs, might 
now ienjoy the fruits of love and harmony. Altho' Mr. 8. 
had done quite endugh to alienate the affections of the 
be from him (and perhaps that was the only reaſon he 


ad to RE ſuch: ahn) yet I believe no people on the 
| coatinent, 


* — 


ect: for hee often have I 


N 


continent, were ever in united in a miniſter than they 
| were in him; which evidently was manifeſted, in —=_ 
meeting which was full, cafter he had declar'd to the coun- 
cil that” he ſhould follow their advice, and conſequently 
4 covenant with them) ; they unanimouſly even to an 
idual voted, that if he would yet tarry with them, they 
would ſhow him all poſſible reſpect and honour, or to 
that import. Another ſuch inſtance in ſuch circumſtanccs, 
believe, cannot be produced. I never heard, nor even 
thought, nor do I now think the affectious of an individed 
in the ſociety were ever alienated from him. And his ſitu- 
ation might have been as happy hore, as could be defir'd, 
were it not from his own diſpoſition ; it war that, 
and that only, that render'd it-urieafy, if it ever. was ſo. On 
theſe accounts, never were his fervices among them render d 
uſeleſs ; it they were, other reaſons mult be found for that; 
tho* there is reaſon to believe, that they were as lucceſsful, 

as the generality of other miniſters have been. 

Doubtleſs Mr. S. (as you bave intimated ) has repteſen- 
ted the conduct of the ſociety towards him in theſe particu- 
lars in a very unfavourable liglit, ſince he removed; for 
he commonly improved all opportunities to do k before. 
The particular view, or defign he bad in repreſenting things 
in the manner be did, and in ſome other parts of his con- 
duct, is not for me poſſitively to ſay; yet 1 can tell you 
what his beſt friends, who were intimately acquainted with 
him, and others who were well acquainted with the affair, 
ſuppoſe, viz. That Mr. S. had determined to remove from 
his people ſome time ago, to ſome populous town or city: 
for _ not thoſe dilferent churches, from which he has 
had Invitations, ſome intimations, that he was to be ob- 
ined, it is very improbable, that they would have profe- 
cuted their invitations in ſuch a ſanguine manner as they 
- moſtly. did; which could ariſe from nothing, but from 

their being aſſurd of his willingneſs or deſire to remove. 
Haviag determined on the thing, he made ule of every 
method he could to effect it; and ha aving an invitation from 
A church! in e in 5 0 Tu 7 ST» 4; 9 the "hy 
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fity and expediency of His remeval thither,, principally from 
2 conſideration of its being a call of God, the ꝓtoſpect of 
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exrenſrve uſetulneſs, &c. but not having any thing, to al- 


ledge aghiaſt the ſociety, could not obtain the advice. of the 
council, that was called on that oecaſion 3 and he ſeeing 
on hat account that attempt prov'd abortive,” found it 
would be but a fruitleſs endeavour to attempt a removal 
again, without he could accuſe the ſociety of ſomething, 
from which he might extort a plauſible! realon for the * 
Totutioh of the relation. between. him and them 
With this view, tis eaſy to account for his giving an an- 
fer to a church in B n, (which ſolicited him to remove 


thither four or five years ago) without troubling, Either, the 


foticty ora council about at for at that time, he had not 
a ſufficieney to alledge againſt tbem. He therefore, as it is 
enerally ſuppoſed, hes tried: eyety poſſible method ſinee, 
crouding oa the ſociety in different ways, therehy to try 
to make themuneaſy with him; to force ſome unſuitable ex- 
preſſion from them &c. and by repreſenting, borh at home 
and abroad, particularly in the aſſociations, in an aggravated 
s lit may ſo-fay)-the uneaſineſs of the people with 
him, the alienation of affections from him which none 
but hiratelf ever thought of ; their back wardneſs of ſup- 


Porting him-; vehich was never the-caſe-&ec. and all with a 
defign of differing with them, that he might have wheie- 


S0 accuſe them, from which he might plead a reaton 
ſufficient for him, to diſſolve the Bien, between them 3 
thut he might have ſomethiog to juſtiſy his conduct in 
the view of the world, &ct. and if poffible, to ſave his 
character from blemith, by caſtiog the blame on the ſo- 
ciety. And it happened very lucky for his deſigns, chat 
about the' time that he had got things ſo far, the diſtur- 
bance about the ſinging- happened, as before mentioned 


in which he laboured very bard to make it, appear, that it 
was between himſelf and the churth ; tho? it was no ſuch 


"thing. Vet, doubtleſs, he now ſuppoſed, that he had a 
{ſufficient ſtock of accuſatibns againſt them; which, together 
Wirkt the phoſpects of more extenſive uſefulnefs in other 
Places, &c. Ye plea always | ſtands * in ſuch caſes) 


would 
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Aouldbe ſufficient to: obtain the adyige f his brethren to 
diffblye, the relation (2: 0148 him ang 0, N And 
fearlag this bpportur.ity might paſs. unimprov*d, by not 


having an igvitation, &c, he travelled to Sm to procuc 

one.: But that invitation being given with a proviſo of his 
church's conſenting, dick not fully, anſwer His rpole.--- 

| About three months after, the invitafion from bc 
| came, with. no.proyiſo at all; This he ſays, he was no way 
inftrumencal in procuring, I can't ay that he was; but 
tis very ſtrange, that; in P. -a, 200 miles from hence, 

they ſhould be at ſuch an expence, as two or three of them 
to: travel up here, not knowing but that he would poſſicive- 

; ly tefuſe | van certainly they muſt have had ſome inti- 
\mations ftom ſomewhete that he was to be obtained, that 
rendered it ſo , probable, that they never defired him ina 
letter they wrote him before hand, that he would let them 
know befote they came up, whether he was willing to re- 

| move or nat. b it may by ſome be thought un- 

Charitable td ſuppoſe, that Mr. S. from a thirkt after warld- 
y grandeur, honour, &c. did determine on a breach of 
covenant wich his people, and à removal to ſome populous 
place; and being unable to accompliſh his deſigns with- 
out, made uſe of unjuſtifiable methods with the ſociety far 
that end ; and that world}y views, rather than God's, glorꝝ. 
8nd his duty, were his, ptevading motives. Iod nat 
ſutmiſe ſuch a thiag, did not almoſt every circumſtance 
concur to magifeſt it. Neither do I ſay the cauſe was ac- 
tually ſo: But I ſay, that almoſt every one acquainred: wich 
the affair, and all the eireumſtances of it do believe ſo. 
On Mr. 8's. receiving this laſt invitation, ſuppoſing (tho* 
it came in conſequence: of his publiſhing, or manifeſting; la 
great deſire of breaking covenant with his people, and re- 
moving to. ſome large town or city, where he could ſhiue 
with peculiar luſtre, &c,) that he muſt treat it as a call 
Sa heaven, and have it canvals'd ina very religious man- 
ner 3 and if poſſible, to determine whether-the voice of God 
Was in it, or not; and what was his duty herein, &c. He 
call'd his church tagether, and laid the calc before Sow. 
155 : | | 3 g | . | an : 
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and defired that they would Join with him in the calling of 
A council; he ſaid he was ar à loſs. reſpecting his duty in 
the afair---*rwas of great imporeance---too great for him 


- 


th; determidt---a council was an ordipance of God, &c. 
They rep!ly'd, there was nothing in the church chat they 
needed advice upon; they had hö difference with him, the 
cale reſpected him folely, He anfwered, if they leſt him, 
he muſt Teaye them ; and if they would not join with him 
in it, he muſt” proceed and call a council himſelf: But 
*twould be much beſt for them to join with him. Dpon 
which, ſome of the church ſuppoſing, that jr would look 


unfriendly and hard if they neglected or tefuſed to give | 


him what aſſiſtance in the affair they could, in order to his 
obtaming ſatisfaction, propoſed to join in calling a council 
to hear, conſider and adviſe in the cafe ; but would have 
nothing to do in calling a deciſive council. Upon which, 
the vote was put in that form, and there was an equality in 
the vote; upon Which Mr. S. ſaid, his vote would turn it, 
and fo recorded it a vote: tho” Mr. S. being one party, 
and the church another, he had no right to vote ; and there- 
fore this couid. not properly be ſaid to be a vote: but they 
not (till fince) knowing the power of an adviſory council, 
were ſomewhat indifferent about it, fo did not object againſt 
it. The council accordingly came, and having heard the 


caſe, finally turn'd their 'advice in favour of his removal, 


upon his iaclination ; For the particulars of which I muſt 
refer you to my next. On the council's declaring their 
advice, Mr. S. heartily thank'd them therefor, and ſaid he 
ſhould endeavour to follow it. The evening following he 
deſired the church to meet him at a private houſe, where 
he urg' d them to grant him à diſmiſſion; but they could 
not ſee it to be their duty, therefore did not grant it. He 


then aſk'd them, if he ſhould preach for them the next ſab- 


bath, they ſupphſing, that he had determin'd to break co- 
venant with them; ſome of them reply'd, that unleſs he 
was their miniſter, they ſhould not hear him, and deſit'd 


x 


he would tell them, whether he was or not; which he re- 


fur'd to do. The next day be agreed with the 'com---rs, 
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on a method for his removal to P---h--2;. On Saturday 
he told the committee, that if they would deſire him in the 
name of che ſociety, he would preach for them the next 
day, (not as their miniſter) but it could not be expected, 
that they ſhould de ſite him. as a ſtranger, to preac hir them. 
This day he ſeat for his bible from the meeting-houſe. | 
| -NotwithſRadding theſe things, he has repreſcated that the 
ſeociety broke covenant with him, by thruſting, him out, 
and refuſingꝰ to let him preach, and procuring another mi- 
niſter to preach fot them | thg net day, while he himlelt 
was with them. Vet, if I may fo ſay, be, tho* preſent in 
the body, was abſent in the N ; and it had been evident- 
ly maniteſted, that that had _ the cale, ia à great mea- 
ſure for a long time before. onday! following, the 
ſociety had à meeting}; and — zeit committee to defire 
him to let them know, Whether he logk'd upon himſelf 
their miaiſter or not; but he would not give them a direct 
anſwer. On their return and report, the fociety yoted, that 
if Mr, S. ſuppoſed that he was their miniſter, &c. they were 
ready and willing to ſhow him all the honor and reſpect, 
due to him and his office; or to that import. T was dif- 
ficult to determine, {ſo as io act) whether the relation he- 
tween them was diſſolv'd or not ;- -for tho he declar'd to 
the council, that he ſhould: follow their advice, and agreed 
wich the c- rs on a method for his removal, xc. previous 
to the church's conſent, or even before it was deſir d, up- 
on which it was geberally, ſuppoſed, that he had diſſolv'd 
that relation, yet he-inſifted much on the church's conſent. 
Hove ver, he was waited gn with this vote by! the committee, 
who repeated the requeſt; hut he. would [return no direct an- 
ſwer. Agreeable te this previousdeſire, the church waited on 
him this evening at his houſe. When he again urg'd them 
very warmly, to grant him a diſmiſſion; the church ſup - 
poſing, (having ſufficient realon therefor) that Mr., S. co 
gratify an ambitious inclination, &c, was the procurer of 
- this, and all former invitations; therefore * not be a2 
call of God ; and the council conſulting Mr. S's inclination 
more than any thing; elſe, conſequently could not be an e- 
* its being God's * and his duty ; therefore 


they 
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uley eduld ut aſſent theretan Thot I have behrd them ſay, 
that if rhe y had -afiy"evidence that it was. really a calkof ; 
God, they would) withour | hefitation, haue granted him a 
Gitimiflion; but they fuppoſing there was none; "did. not 

grant it.” Not only the ſociety, but Mr; S. ſuppoſed that 

de mould return ſomething ti the fociery ; andthe ſuppoſtd 
that it ſhould be about the ſixth part of his ſuttloment ; hüt 
Hifally, as he ſuppoſed that about C. 30 w dur him 
for the part of the laſt year hat he preach'd, he would give 
that wp if-they would ſetele pon it. But they ſuppoſed, 
chat that would in no meiſure compenſate the dau | 
-thit chey ſuſtained upon bis removal; and as he had broke 
-eovenant with them, they tho't it but reaſonable, that he 
ould malte gobd the damage that it was to them ; the 
ealf chat it cobid de computed at, will amount td the ſet- 
dement of ahorher miniſter, as good as he was j the vor- 

a plus expenet of whichy will amount to more 'thani hat he 
offer d then. I be ſociety appointed a eommittes to treat 
-with hirn upon it, who met on an afternoon for that pur- 
poſe ; hen he made them about the abovernentioned pro- 

poſal: They ſoppoſiug it inadiquate <o the damage, & c. re- 

TU; they then agreed to'rtfer the whole matter arbi- 

ↄtrution ; thy debated much in the choice of the arbitrators; 

bdut finally agreed in the ehoice of three gentlemen, and 
alto on the time and plate therefor ; they then proceeded to 
- #gree on the inſtructionb, or matter to be tefer'd to them 
| they differed in this, Mr. S. would refer nothing to them, 
bat this, vis, I bat part of bis ſattihmini be ſhould refund bart 
t de. ſdeisty 3 he would not have damages come into con- 
„ e ee e cifferd upon 
dete, they were unwilliag to refer it in that manner. 

Thee were ſeyen, or eight, or more forms draum up, 

"which were duputed upon till (five clock art morbing; 

© when: one wes drawn in the following manner, viz. What 

i juice and equity, all things confitered,” foal Mr: & give to gþe 

* fotiety, for ht damage they ſuſtain, on account of bis:remuual."-- 
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{ Tothis' Mr: S. and, the committee agreed : They further 
Aggeet, that they would enter into ſufficient bonds, to u- 
S bide the judgment of the arbitrators. It being late, the :y 


of * 
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agteed to refer the ſigning the bonds and agreement till the 
next day ; for the performance of which at that time, they 
faithfully promiſed each other. One of the committee of- 
fer'd to forteit his eſtate, on Mr. S.'s failure in this promiſe. 
The next day the perſon who was to have notified the ar- 
hitrators, waited on Mr. S. for the letters and iaſtructions, 
to communicate to them; Mr. S. ſaid the agent of the ſo- 
get y not being there, they were not ſign'd, and thereſore 
he could not have them. He replied, that if Mr. S. would 
ſign them, he would faithfully deliver them to the agent; 
and if he would ſign them, he would proceed; if not, he 
would return them immediately to him. This Mr. S. re- 
fus'd. The agent on his coming, waited on Mr. S. in order 
to perform what they had agreed on the preceeding night; 
but he then wholly refus'd to do any thing about it; it he 


did, he would not obligate himlelf, in a ſum exceeding live 


pounds; to abide judgment, &c. The reaſon he offered for 
this, was, that they had a deſigr of dealing unfairly, or de- 
ceitfully with him; or according to his terms, they were 
upon tricks with him. This was a groundleſs ſurmiſe; 'tis 
very evident they had no defign nor deſire, of his or theif 
doing any thing bur juſtice in the affair; which, perhaps; 
was the true reaſon of his thus falling from his promile. 
And now they had but one way left; that was to com- 
menace a ſuit in the common law againft him, (unleſs they 
would accept of his propoſals, whieh they all along ſuppo- 
ſed inſufficieat) for they had tried every poſſible method for 
accomodation, Which proved ineffectual; they therefore 
attach'd his eſtate for a trial, &c. However unfriendly this 
may appear, Mr. S. was the only cauſe of it; for it might 
have been refer'd to other perſons to determine, if he had 
pleaſed, which is always eſteemed the moſt reaſonable me- 
thod in ſuch caſes. res = 

Mr. S. the day following, again defir'd the committee to 


meet him; which they did. He told them, that he was 


about ſelling his eſtate, and deſir'd that they would take 
the attachment off from it, that he might convey it away 1 
und when he had taken a Ceed of a houſe and {ome land; 

e ö which 


— „ Wan 4 
* 18 og > f 8 9 n FA | : WI. > 
n | 


7 
j 
3 
[ 
p 
* 


— 


( 18 ) 


which he was to take in part pay, &c. they might attach 
that. This propoſal ſeem'd plauſible enough, and they 
being diſpos'd to lay him under no greater diſadvantage 
than neceſſary, were about to do it. But when they come 
to conſider that after Mr. S. had convey'd his eftate away, 
he might defer taking a deed of the other houſe, &c. for 
ſpecial reaſons, till after his removal; and being unacquaig- 
ted with the various turns in the law, &c. thought it beſt 
not to expole themſelves to any dilappointment ; therefore 


did not comply with his requeſt. They then again propos'd 


to refer it to arbitration, as they had before agreed; he then 
objected againſt one of the men: They then propos'd to 
chooſe another, or any other three; this he did not chooſe 
to do. He then aſk'd them, what they would take to ſet- 
tle ? &c, They told him they thought it reaſonable that he 
ſhould return his ſettlement at leaſt, He got up in haſte, 
and ſaid that was trifling ; he choſe the law ſhouid decide 
it; and ſo went out, having agreed on nothing, 

Thus you ſee, Sir, with what reaſon Mr. S. complain'd 
ol the pariſh's keeping of him in contracted circumſtances ; 
of their backwardneſs in ſupporting of him, and fulfilling 
their agreements, &c. of their diſaffection towards him; 
their differing with him, &c. and of the reaſons he had for 
ſeeking a diſmiſſion ; his primary views herein; together 
with the means he uſed therefor ; and that he did a&tually 
violate, and break the covenant or contract he made with 
this people, by removing himſelf and paſtoral relation from 
them, without and againſt their conſent ; and that he was 
the only cauſe of the cafe now in law being unſettled ; for 


the people were willing and deſirous, that (as they could 


not agree themſelves other perſons ſhould ſettle it for them, 
in a chriſtian and friendly manner; for which purpoſe they 
made uſe of every poſſible method. 

Perhaps Mr. S. was under the ſtrongeſt ties to his people 
of any miniſter on the continent. No pariſh could do more 


| for a miniſte, than they, conſidering their circumſtances. 
None have had greater love for a miniſter than they. No 


miniſter and people have ſuffered more in their religious 
3 characters 
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characters than they. And in their diſtreſſes of every kind» 
they have been almoſt equal ſharers. Their affeRions have 
ever (till of late) been cloſely united; and even till the laſt, 

this was the cale on the ſide of the people. But alas for 
him, for the ſake of ----- --- did withdraw his wonted affec- 


tion from the people; broke his folemn covenant with 


them; violated every law of gratitude, and the more ten- 
der law of diſtreſs'd friendſhip. If any thing can be darker 
than his coat, it muſt be ſome parts of his conduct, Agd 
if be bas dealt truly and ſincerely with his people, then let bim 
rejoice in the P-----ns, and they in him: But if not, let fire 
proceed from each and refine both. Mr. S. on many ac- 
counts, deſerves the eſteem of mankind z to be particular, 
time would fail. Let it ſuffice to ſay, that on no account 
that I know of, does he deſerve the cenſure of any, except 
in his diſpoſition for worldly grandeur, honour, applauſe, 
&c, into which it is ſuppoſed, all thoſe difficulties may be 
reduced, as their cauſe ; for which 1 heartily pray God to 
forgive him. | 
Dear Sir, I intended to have given you an account of the 
conduct of the council, &c. call'd on that occaſion; but 
fearing leſt I have already intruded on your patience, muſt 
omit that till another opportunity. For the preſent- Adieu. 
— 20th, 1769. 
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Dear Sir, 

Will now (agreeable to your defire, and my former pro? 
mile) give you the reaſons which influenced the council 

to give Mr. S. fuch advice as they did. And I can give 
you thoſe only, which they tell us both in writing and ver- 
bally were the reaſons, which I will now do, and make ſome 
remarks upon them, and leave it with you to judge, as to 
tne juſtice of his and their conduct, and my remarks. And 
will firſt take notice of their reſolves. The firſt of which 
was, Whether the paſtoral relation of 8 miniſter gnd his church 
is. of ſuch @ nature, thai, it ny ever ve diſſolo d 1 * 
church 2 


( 20 ) 
churchis conſont ? Reſolved in the affirmative. Why a coun- 
- Ct] of wife men ſhould ſet twenty four hours, in the moſt 
deliberate manner, to bring this out, 1 know not ; a thing, 
perhaps neyer diſputed, for this one plain reaſon, If a mi- 
niſter and his family were periſhing for want of the neceſſaries 
of life, through the inability or back wardneſs of his pariſh i in 
contributing to his ſupport, reaſon and ſcripture would 
zuſtity him in ſeeking a diſmiſſion from that people. It is 
evident, from this, that they ſuppoſed that there is a relation 
between a miniſter and his church, and that that relation 
was of ſuch a nature, that it muſt be diſſolv'd before the 
parties re; !ated could be releas'd or diſcharg'd from the obli- 
gation they were under to each other, By the word relati- 
on, I think they muſt mean ſome obligation, or ſomething 
founded on a covenant, agreement, or mutual contract; 
without which chere can be no relation or union between 
parties; mankind know of no other way more folemnly 
and ſtrongly to bind themſetves to each other. And is this 
obligation on miniſter and people of ſo lender a nature, 
chat | the advice of another to a breach of it, really nullifics 
the obligation, and diſſolves the relation? [f ſo, advice 
may ſet aſide every obligation in human life. : 

We may judge of the nature of this advice that this coun- 
cil gave, by the effects of it; and perhaps, gueſs at the ſpi- 
5 which reign'd in the adviſors. The effect was the dff- 
lolution of the relatipn between a miniſter and church: But 
few ſtronger or tenderer ties among mankind, always made 
by the parties at full age, in a religious manner, and con— 
firmed by a ſtatute law of chis colony. And altho* man- 
kind are univerſally agreed, that advice has nothing bind- 
ing or authoratative in it, (ſimply confider'd) that it cannot 
be given nor taken authoratively ; yet we ſee in this caſe, 
a congregational eouncil 1n N, Eng land, have aſſum'd a 
greater degree of church authority, fas the Hrſt clergyman 
in Europe ever pretended to. Tis true (by his ſuppoſed 
right) he may dilfolve a relat! on by a deciſive act; but here 
5 relation is diſſolved by an adviſory one only 

- Their ſecond teſolve was, Mhether a proſper? of a miniſters 
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much greater and more extenſive uſeſulneſt, among ſt another peo- 
ple, may, can, and in any circumſtances afferd ſufficient reaſon fol 
removing his paſtoral relation from one church 19 another ? Re- 
lolved in the affirmative. With all the witticiſm and arr, 
invelop'd in theſe words, may, can and in any circumſtances, 
| &c. it would have appear'd quite as honefl, and as much 
to their purpoſe, if both refulves had been put in one, and 
that had been in the following form, viz. Whether the paſ- 
toral relation between a miniſter ind a church, was of ſuch 
a nature, that it might be diffoly'd at any time when he de- 
fr'd it, and had a proſpect of advancing his temporal intereſt 
thereby 2 

Their third reſolve was, Whether upon meſt ſerious and de- 
lilerate conſideration of the reaſons offer*d to this council, it be their 
opinion, that Mr. S's removal to the ſecond preſtyterian church in 
H. 8, be adviſeable? Reloived in the affirmative; and 
accordingly this council adviſe thereto, Their next words 
are, This council aſſure the fourth church and juceity in G. d, 
#hat in coming to this determination they have felt the greatef? con- 
cern and compaſſimm for them, in a view of their deſtitute cirtum- 
ances, (after all the troubles they have atready paſs'd through) 
which the execution of this reſolution muſt neceſſarily leave them in, 
and hope that nothing but a ſenſe of duty, and the great intereſt 
and general welfare of the Redtemer's kingdom, hath influenced 

them thereto. 
Compaſſion in ſome clergymen, and favages, I ſce don't 
operate alike ; for when one of the latter is about to kill a 
beloved animal, he will do it with a ſoftly blow ; but the 
former, profeſſing compaſſion, ſtrikes cruelly hard. Methinks 
their hopes above-mentioned, were but poorly founded, if 
they tell vs the truth : For foon after the council was dil- 
miſs'd, two of the principal members were aſk'd, for what 


reaſon they gave Mr. S. ſuch advice? They not mentions» . 


ing (perhaps had forgot) one word about the general welfare 
of the Redeemer*s kingdom, (honeſtly for once) ſaid, his unea- 
feneſs where he was, and his trons inclination to remove to 
P — a, were the reaſons they acted upon. The truth 1 
believe was this, They had once reſolv'd it was not in their 

opinion, 
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opinion, for the general welfare. of the Redeemer*s kingdom, nor 
acdlviſeahle for Mr. S. to remove to P- a. Such an ac- 
count we had from one of Mr. S's beſt friends, that ſuch a 
vote had actually paſs'd, and that the council had, or was 
about to draw up their advice to that purport, and alſo an 
exhortation for his people, to treat him with their former 
reſpect. I don't ſay that this is really true; but fo much 
as this I muſt believe, that the queſtion was once put, whe- 
ther it was adviſeable for Mt. S. to remove to P- a, and 
that it was negatived. This by ſome means came to the 
knowledge of Mr. S. his family, and doubtleſs the com- rs. 
Upon which Mrs. S. was heard to lay to Mr. S. Why don't 
you go in to the council, and tell them that 'tis your duty, 

and you muſt go? or words to that import. Upon which 
Mr. S. went in, and manifeſted his inclinalion to remove, in 
fuch a manner, that it alter'd the opinions of ſeveral of them, 
and brought them very ſeriouſty and deliberately to their 
third reſolve. The world perhaps would have been at a 
loſs, for the true reaſons of their advice, had not ſome of them 
been lo kind as to tell them *twas Mr. S's #rong inclination. 
to remove. And if that was truly the reaſon, (which 1 
don't greatly diſpute) then it was not tbe general welfare of 
Chriſt's kingdom, Thus (it ſo) this council ſet alide the for- 
mer call of his own. people, as a call of God, or an indica- 
tion of his will, in che room of which they have put a 
man's own inclination, which ſtands as an evident token of 
God's will, and a rule of duty; and in this caſe it was a. 
xule of duty, both for the council and Mr. S. If a man's 
inclinalion be a rule of duty, what need of law or golpel ? 
No chriſtian on earth, I believe, except this council, ever 
thought a man's iaclination was a call in providence, or a 
rule of duty. A modern Deiſt would not own ſuch a prin- 
eiple, nor any other human being; unleſs it be one Who 
denies all moral obligation. Therefore, I think they ought 
to have hop'd, that Mr. S's inclination, his, and their duty, 
and s be general wellare of the Redeemer's kingdom, were inſepe- 
zably connected. | 

Hut let us examine a little further, whether the general ul. 
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fare of Cbriſts kingdom, was the reaſon or not of this council's 
advice. Had Mr. S. appear'd as much inch to tarry with 

his own people as he did to remove, their advice no doubt 
would have been juſt the reverſe; or could they have feen 
the leaſt diſaffection to a removal, they would have been 
very ſorry to diſoblige the good gentleman ſo much as to 
make him leave a habitation ſo pleaſant as his, and a pariſh 
to an individual agreed in him. The genera! welfare of Chris 
king dom would probably have appear'd on the ſide of his tar- 
Trying ; but fo firong an inclination as his, in ſo good a cauſe, 
was a plain and evident rule of duty, Such a large coun- 
try as that, where thouſands were periſhing for want of in- 
ſtruction; a country almoſt deſtitute of miniſters ; multi- 
tudes obliged to travel 20, 30, or 40 miles to hear a ſermoh, 
(as the com- rs ſaid was the caſe) no wonder a good man's 
inclination ſhould be lo very firong for the welfare of ſuch a 
number of mankind. Doubtleſs this would tempt one to 
torſake many of the comforts of life, to go through many 
difficulties, dangers and inoculations; and look on a ſalary 
of about /. 80 as a mere trifle for one of about . 250, to 
live in meanneſs and poverty, in that large American city 
In all the politeneſs and faſhions of the world. i 
Thus we may fee, that the idea or notion this council had 
of a man's inclination, was the ſame that Solomon had of 
wiſdom, 1 is profitable to diret, Why was not this impor- 
tant diſcovery never before made ? But diſcoveries in the 
moral, as well as natural world, are progreſſive, I will men- 
tion one reaſon to prove, that fome ſuch thing as above inti- 
mated, are the true foundation of their notion of evtenſtve 
uſefulneſs. Some of the clergy tell us, that 'tis a concluſive 
argument for the doctrine of human depravity, that no one 
individual of the ſons of Adam, ever maintain'd their ori- 
ginal moral rectitude; therefore all mankind are finners. 
Tt I fay I believe this argument is concluſive, I as much be- 
lieve, all church hiftory can't produce one inſtance, of a 
clergyman's ever removing, from a ſalary of ,. 250 to one 
of J. 80, with his conſent ; which I think is as concluſive, 
and from which may be determin'd, what are their O_—_ 
anc 
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and reaſons for extenſive uſefulneſs. And which act from the 
beſt motives, the world muſt judge, either one of the firſt 
profeſſors of chriſtianity, who offer'd to purchaſe the extra- 
ordinary gifts of the ſpirit with money; or thoſe who barter 
the common gifts for money. . | 
One thing further that inclines me to think the notion ot! 
extenſive uſeſuineſs, is founded, on what is above intimated, 
is an expreſſion of a late celebrated D. D. in this colony, 
viz. that the L--4 . C needed money, as much as other 
men. This I had from a gentleman of that order, who ſaid 
he was ear witneſs to it ; it therefore can't be ſcrupled, or 
diſputed. It he meant by this, that ſo long as the L--d J--$ 
C---it {ee fit to uphold ſuch a race of beings as men, and 
ſupport them mediately by the common comforts, and 
conveniences that this world affords ; or that thoſe who pro- 
ſels to be his minſters, crave it as much as other men, 1 
would not greatly diilent from him. But perhaps I have 
not hit upon the true meaning of that gentleman, and there- | 
fore would not infer too much from it. I am ſenſible almoſt 
all wiſe men have ever been agreed, that, that powerful argu- 
ment, GOLD), is but a low motive, to influence mankind to 
action, in religious matters; but great and wiſe men have 
often been influenced thereby, and ſometimes have made uſe 
of it. Then, well might the Com----rs from P--- ----az 
offer a conſiderable ſum, to one of the principal mem- 
bers of this ſociety, to uſe his influence for Mr. S.'s remo- 
val; but it was rejected with ſo much ſcorn and indignati- 
on, that it is very improbable to me, that it was offer'd to 
one in holy orders, as was reported from ---- And whether 
St. John's, or St. Paul's ſentiments were conſonant with the be- 
forcmentioned gentieman's, or many of his cloth, with reſpect 
to Js C—-It's or his miniſter's wanting money as much as 
other men, I am not able to ſay. However, one of them 
ſpeaks to this purpoſe, Ile that loveth the world, bow dwelleth 
the love of God in him? The other ſays, Be not covetous; not 
greedy after filthy lucre. But I fee ſome objections may be 
made againſt thele men's opinions; for one was an illiterate 
old fiſherman, and the other *twas ſaid, much leafning had 
| made 
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made mad; and they did not ſo well know, as divines da at this 


day, the neceſſitous circumſtances, that C---ſt, and his mi- 
niſters are under for CASH, And was I to read another of 


St. Paul's paſſages, to ſuit the times, I ſhould read in this 


manner; Godline/s with great gain is contentment , for we 
wrought nothing into this world, and *lis certain wwe can carry no- 
thing out, therefore, let us get, and uſe what we can, while we 
are in it; and having food and raiment, and every worldly 
good, let us be therewith content; for the want of money, is the 
root of all evil: and while ſome have wanted, and could not 
obtain it, they have pierced ibemſelves through with many ſor- 
rows ; but thou O man of the world ! flee the want, and fol- 
low the enjoyment of it. And whether the temper and con- 
duct of many in holy orders, does not rather correſpond 
with ſuch a reading, than with the original, mult be lett 
with others to determine. | 

I can't but take notice of the council's view, of this deter- 
mination of theirs ; that it was as deciſive as an act of the 
court of heaven ; for lay they, e execution of this reſolution, 
muſt neceſſarily leave the fourth churchand ſociety in G---d in diftitut? 
circumſtances.” A fatal deciſive act indeed ! no way ro 
avoid it that I can think of, but one ; that was to comply 
with Mr. S.'s propoſal, which he made about two months 


before, that if the ſociety would augment his ſalary, from 
L. 80 to . 95, he would bind himſelf to refuſe all CALLS 


that ſhould ever after be made to him. But poſſibly you 
may quere, how would this prevent it, if advice can releaſe 
from one obligation, why not from another? *Tis eaſy to ſee 


— 


it would never have been aſk'd, nor given, by reaſon of his 


extenſive n/efulneſs where he was. | 
In conterence with one of the council, he told me, they 


five powerful thing, that it would diſſolve any relation; 


not even that between a miniſter and church; but they 
_ ſuppoſe, that there is ſuch a power and efficacy in it, 


that either party may take ſuch advantage from it, as regu- 
larly to diſſolve the relation themſelves. So ſome philo- 
ſophers tell us there is no coldneſs ia ice; but there is that 

_ powe? 
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did not ſuppoſe; (not himſelf) that advice was ſuch a deci- 
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power in it, that makes the hand cold that touches it. This 
gentleman further favs, that if Mr. S. (on hearing the pleas 
the ſociety made) had been convinced, that *rwas his duty 
to have ſtaid with his people, he might regularly have tar 
ried, altho* the wind? f . him to remove to P------a, 

| There is now therefore no power in advice, and its of no ſig- 

nification, nor will it direct a man in the way of duty; for, 

a according to this, *tis all terminated in a man's own incli- 
nation, Had not this council made this important difcove- 
ry, we might have died like our fore-fathers, groſsly igno 
rant of the nature and power of advice. I remember tc 
have read ſomewhere, that the elders of the Jewiſh church, 
by ſome means, made the law of God of none effect, by 
diſſolving the relation between father and fon ; and doubt- 
leſs it was done by adviſing the ſon to follow his own incli- 
nation, or it he could advantage himſelf more by leaving hi- 
father, than by tarrying with him, he was adviſed to do it, 
tho' the commandment of God was ſet aſide thereby. 

Suffer me here a {mall digreſiion, (if it be one.) Two per 
ſons in diſcourſe on the conduct of this council, particularly 
on an adviſory act being ſufficient to diſſolve a relation ; 
one of them ſeem'd to be a good deal chagrin'd, and in 
great conſternation, he trembled for fear he ſhould looſe 
his wife; althe' he owns the relation between a huſband 
and wife is not exactly like that between a miniſter and 
church, yet he could not fee any reaſon why an eccleſiaſti- 
cal council could not advite as well for the releaſing one 

, obligation as another. His wiſe, he ſaid, was a beauty; 
and of ſuperior talents z with a good deal of ambition; ot 
a flrong inclination for living in high life; and his fortune 
was ſo low that ſhe could not ſhine as ſhe wiſh'd: And 
fince her hearing of this affair, has drop'd ſeveral hints o“ 
calling a council; for a man of fortune had made her con- 
fiderable offers; ſhe is ſure ſhe can make as good pleas as 
any miniſter on earth; ſhe can certainly be more exten/rvely 
+/eful in a higher ſphere of life: Nay, her «/efulneſs is at ar 
end where ſhe is, and her heart and ſoul is upon Harry Weal- 
iby, and her inclination is very firong for a ditmiſſion. 2 * 

uch 


hey were unwilling to do; and no wonder they were; for 
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fuch reaſons as theſe ſhe has already mentioned to me, and 
ſhe has began to write her letter miſſive. I fear what may 


= 


happen, her tongue is very perſwaſive, to be ſure, with the 


additional charmes of her face ; and beſides, ſhe can add 
religious motives too, if ſhe pleafes. I have thoughts of 
preferring a petition to the aſſembly at their next leſion, to 
have theſe councils confin'd to the relation of a miniſter 
and church only. His friend reply'd, I hardly think you 
will get a heezring ; perhaps there is two to one would be 
glad if they were confia'd to the relation of huſband and 
wife only. Bcſides, ſhould ſhe proceed and call a council, 
thoſe pious gentlemen would not fo much as liſten to her; 
they would tell ber *twas nothing but female coquetry, or 
ſomething worfe ; and that God and her own conſent had 
placed her in that family, and ſhe ovght to do her duty 
there, If the reaſons the ſhould offer are much like, or the 
very ſame that Mr. S. made uje of, her motives are not the - 
ſame. You and J, and many others, may think that mini- 
ſters want more money, but if they do, it is always for pi- 
ous uſes. f 5 

In the next place, the council mention ten, or twelve 
reaſons ſum'd up in the words, Much more extenſive uſeful- 
neſs ; or the general welfare of the Redeemer's kingdom, as they 
had before hop'd, *©* WITH OTHER REASONS, have out- 
weigh'd whatever hath been urged on the other ſide; and hath 
influenced us, to tbe foregoing reſolve. *Tis difficult to determines 


the exact number of reaſons, there ſum'd up, in the words, 


«* other reaſons, &c. perhaps there may be an hundred; I 
believe I may venture to ſay ten or twelve, elſe one might 
think, time would have ſerv'd to have let us known, what 
they were; conſidering (perhaps) the moſt weighty of them, 
was therein contain'd. 

*Tis allo difficult to determine what they were ; but had 
they been ſuch reaſons, as would juſtify ſuch a council in 
acting upon them, it was but reaſonable to expect, ro know 
what they were, from them; ſeeing they were ſo tond of aſ- 
Gening many reaſons, for their advice; but this it ſeems 


ix 
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it is pretty evident, that Mr. S. 's inclination to remove, was 
one, and perhaps the moſt influential of any, or all the ma- 
ny realons they mention; for we ſee how ſoon their opini- 
ons were alter'd, on hearing this Mr. S's weighty and de- 
ter mining reaſon ; one of the committee from the council, 


in conference with the ſociety, ſaid he had alter'd his opini- 
on ſince dinner. How can this be juſtified ? Or how can 


—z 


they juſtify themſelves in aſſembling together in a religious 


council, to determine what was God's will, and a man's du- 
ty in an important caſe, and then determine their advice 
upon a man's rnclination ; and then more {ecurely to conceal 
the deceit, enumerate a number of reaſons, however religi- 
ous, yet lets, or (perhaps) of no importance, as to their in- 
fluence on their minds, and ſecrete the more important rea - 


ſons (as to their influence, &c.) in the words ether reaſons ? 


Doubtleſs they might think it might go unſuſpeRed among 
fo great a number of religious ceafons and motives, thoſe 
other reaſons doubtleſs were ſuggeſted, and laid before the 
council in a private manner; ard the fociety had never op- 
portunity to anſwer them, 00.09 doubt they thought them 
unanſwerable; if not, they ar 


ny thing offet' q, teſpecting the caſe; and I muſt ſuppoſe, that 
what Mr. S. {aid to them in private, (whether it was open- 
ly to the whole council at once, or to the members ſepe- 
rately, and in a private manner, it matters not) was not 
exactly agreeable, with what he ſaid in publick, i. e. before 
the council and ſociety, he there declar'd, that the thing was 
too weiphty for him to determine; he was at a loſs with 
regard to his duty in the affair, and ſhould take rhe advice 
of the council as determining. It he had made this proviſo 


viz, If it was agreeable to his inclination, it would perhaps, 
have been ſomewhat fuller to his purpoſe, and nearer his: 


meaning. For as ſome of the council ſay, he maniteſtly. ap- 


pear'd to them, determin'd to go; whether they advis'd him 


to go, or not; and aſſoon as he perceiv'd their advice was 


far his tarrying, and fo contrary to his inclination, he ap- 
pear'd able to determine the Whole matter himſelt, before he 
. VV n 1. a 3 do fo iS : could 
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ardly juftifable, in not cal - 
ling both parties together, that reply might be made, to a- 
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could not determine even his own duty, but now he could determine 
his own, the council's, and the church's duty, without aſſiſtance, well 
_ enoveh, A marvellous change indeed |! F 

This council Zarneft!y defire the fourth church and ſocitty, to take rhe/e 
rra/ons into thiir moſt Jerious conſideration, and hope they will be in the ſamg 
Sentiments with them, — This was very natural to hope, (as they had fell 
in with Mr, 8.'s ſentiments) the ſociety would fall in with their's. 
Doubtleſs Adam hoped all intelligencies would fall in with his ſenti- 
ments, becauſe he had fell in with Eve's ; which was nothing more or 
leſs, than ta follow their own #xc/inations 3 but how they could expect 
the ſociety ſhould fall in with them, and upon the ſame reaſons, before 
they knew what they were, is very ſtrange and marvellous indeed. 

This council further ſay, that this adviſe was /ought and given, as they 
truſt, in away that God hath apprinted, This advice was ſought by Mr, 
-$. only; as you may ſee in the latter part of my former letter. And 
as ſome of the members of the council have ſaid, Mr. S.'s fir eng inci» 
vation for a removal, was what their advice turn'd upon; it is there- 
fore very evident, it was not ina way of God's appointing ; but only 
permitted by him, as was the fall of angels and men. na further, 
God never gave, either a council or an individual, any authority to ad- 
vile another, to the acting of any thing that is either contrary, or not 
agreeable ta his treue d will; therefore, if this action to which Mr. 8. 
was adviſed, was not agreeable to goſpel rule, (which I preſyme was 
not) then it was not given in a way of Gop's appointing ; neither had 
they a right thus to adviſe, "Therefore muſt take the liberty to diſſent 
from this reverend council in opinion; and think the church and ſo- 
ciety were juſtifiable in not complying therewith, 

I can't but think, Sir, by this time you want to aſk, if Mr. 8. could 
determine the whole affair himſelt, why ſhould he trouble ſo many of 
his brethren, to travel ſome of them near 40 miles; and cauſe them, 
and moſt of his pariſh to ſpend two or three days in the affair; and 
why, after the council had given their reaſons, in writing to the ſociety, 
they ſhould afterwards ſay, ſome others, were the true reaſons ? 

In anſwer to the firit, tis quite plain Mr. S. was not willing, to take. 
all che honour of ſuch a piece of conduct to himſelf ; but from his, 
over generous diſpoſition, was willing fome of his brethren ſhould ſhare 
with him; and on the other hand, they acted from the ſame generous, 
principles; for they ſoon perceiv'd that they bad a greater ſhare than, 
they expected; and as Mr. S. was the firſt promo er, they were willing. 
that he ſhould have his full part, 1 J 

May we ſuppoſe that theſe good gentlemen might make ſuch a miſ- 
take, as to ſay at one time that it was one og, and at another time, 
another thing, that influenced tbem to give ſuch advice? — Then may 
we not reaſonably ſuppoſe, that they were as much miſtaken, in think- 
ing it was ſought and givenin a way ofGop's appointing ; or may they 
not beas much miſtaken in the whole ? and may not ſome others be, 
the true reaſons, inſtead of thoſe they ſay were, and were not? Polh- 
Ny (befides what hath been before obigrv'd) to exerciſe eccleſiaſtical, 
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authority, as one ſtep towards opening the door, for the introduction of 
the Presbyterian form of church government ; that minifters may be 
remov'd from ſmall pariſhes, ſuch as W—b—y, E—th—, N—t!—d, 
&c, <nOr perhaps theſe gentlemen have ſuch a peculiar regard for 
ſcripture prophecy, that they were willing to be the happy inſtruments 
of fulfilling one of St. Tohn's ; which is, that a certain animal ſhould 
riſe opt of the earth, with 7s horns lite @ lamb, yet ſpeak like a dragon. 


However, after all J ſuppoſe 'tis impoſſible ro determine, what were 


all their ſecret ceaſonings and motives, 

The union and communion, which ought to be in all parts of the body of 
Chrifl, is another reaſon they make uſe of, Their notion of union and 
communion is plainly this, that a larger fociety of Chriftians, have a 
right (if they are ſo diſpoſed, as the ſecond presbyterian. church in 
P a was) to deprive a leſs of their paſtor, with 4 or Fool. of their 
monies, and leave the leis to retrieve the loſs as they can —I am forry 
I have ſo much reaſon to ſay, that this principle looks ſo much like one 
which prevails in another ſect in G. B. who plead that there cught 


to be ſuch a union and communion amongſt all mankind, that 


every one ſhould ſhare in each others caſh ; and often when one 
meets a man on the road, he demands all, or part of it—if he refules, 
he piſtols kim, or cuts his throat, and carnes off the whole; and pleads 
to himſelf the unioa and communion, that ought to be amongſt all man- 
kind ; and the plea Rands good in his own mind, till it is anſwer'd at 
Newgate or Tyburn, 1 would not willingly think, any of them are 
tranſported ro P———z. ; 

Another thing 1 will juſt take notice of, is this, viz; In this advice, 
which they ſay they hope nothing but a ſenſe of duty, &c. influenced 
them to give, and which they truſt was ought, and given in a way of 
Goy's appointing ; they never fo much as intimated, that there was 
any goſpel precept or precedent, or church canon, that gave a council 
authority to proceed, and adviſe in this manner ; upon which 1 may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe that there was none; elſe no doubt, they would 
have been wary enough, to have brought them in to their aſſiſtance.— 

And give me leave here to conjecture, that ſuch a debate as the fol- 
lowing, might ariſe in a council, where there was oppoſition to the. 
meaſures taken, viz. 


. 


G—5, I cannot join in this conclufion, 

*T'will lead us into much confution : 
For not a word of holy reading, 

Can be produc'd for this proceeding ; 
And this advice which you have voted, 
By human law can't be ſupported. 
Advice as well as acts deciſive, 

Muſt be by law, or inconcluſive* 


. If when on ſearching, we can find none, | 
Thea 'dis plain (bat we muſt make one; | 
| 8 4 When 
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When law and goſpel, do negle@ us, 
Sure then our reaſon muſt direct us. 
For want of law we did reſolve, 
Cov'nents we may, and can diſlolve ; 
And leſt our meaning they ſhould mils, 
We'll plainly ſhow tnem what it is ; 

. And this's time we fully know, 
For he's a mind and /et to go. 
Beſides, twill ſerve in after ages, 
As tho' *twas found 'in goſpel pages. 


Vos know the people they did plead, 


By goſpel rules we ſhou'd proceed, 
And that a council eccleſiaſtic, 
Shou'd uſe the law, inſtead of a ſtick. 


R-—1ns, Ah! What they ſaid was filly matter, 
Meerly nothing elſe but ſmatter, 
But what was ſaid on t'other fide. 
Was weighty, cannot be deny'd : 
Thoſe reaſons which to us they told, 
Were really worth their weight in GOLD. 


„ 
. > 


If, Sir, you ſhould ſtill be inquiſitive to know, what ] really thought 
was the true reaſon ef Mr. S's removal, 1 had rather give you an 
Engliſh ſtory, than a poſlitve anſwer. | 

A young candidate propos'd himſelf to a biſhop, for the impoſi- 
tion of hands, the reverend father refus'd him, unleſs he would anſwer 
him to theſe queſtions, viz. Who wasMelchizedech ? And who was his 
father? He being unable to give a direct anſwer to theſe queſtions, 
was oblig'd to return to his father, and tell him that he was refus'd, 
and on what account; his father gave him further inſtructions, and 
ſent him back again ; on his return, he told his lordſhip, that he be- 
liev'd he could anſwer his queſtions : upon which the biſhop aſked him, 
who wasMelchizedech ? He puts his hand into his pocket, and pulls out 
a large purſe of filver, and ſays, that's Melchizedech,and from the other 
pocket, pulls out a larger of gold, and ſays, that's his father,” — A 
very ſatis factory anſwer to the good biſhop.— To which I will only add 
a divine ſentance, MONEY ANSWERS ALL THINGS. 

And as I think Mr. $'s removal from his people, is à violent breach 
of covenant and contract between him and them, and that centering 
ſolely in himſelf $9 I think, he ſtands ſharply reprov'd by one of the 
prophets, if I may be allow'd to uſe the word people, inſtead of ano- 


ther Becauſe ihe Lord hath been wwitne/s between thee, and the people 


of thy youth, againſt whom thou haſt dealt treacherouſly, yet are they try 

companions, and thr people of thy covenant ; therefore takt heed to your 

ſpirit, and let none deal treacheroufly, aga ia the people of his youth, 
Their laſt reſolve or order was, That the doings of this council, bs re- 
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This was wiſely gone, tho" perhaps, not upon the ſame principle, 
that the civil mapiſtrate, hangs a notoriogs- criminal in gibbets, to 
deter all others from the like offence. Vet 1 pray GOD it may have 
the ſame effect. 1 am, | CP 
Eien»: 1 Dear Ar, 


FF Your Fred. 
| September 14, 1769. N and humble Servant, 
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P. S. The caſe here did not bappen juſt as it once did in a former ape, 
when one ſingle prophet withſtood four hundred ; for hete two out of 


vine, made a noble ſtand for the privilege of the New-Enpland church- 
es, viz. The Rev'd Meſſrs, SW -d, and 6 — d— b, with ſeven 
worthy delegates; who, I truſt, will reign with the firſt martyrs; »bile 
ſome others may cet andlance themſelves, and Ery from morning til! 
noon, to their golden ——endeavouring to leap on his altar. 
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